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also developed and improved the sys-
tems of instruction used with the stu-
dents of Troy Junior and Senior High
Schools.

What sets Dr. Francom apart is not
only his leadership and pioneering at
his own school, but his initiative in
helping the schools in other parts of
Lincoln County. His efforts are focused
on aiding Troy, Libby, and Eureka
with hopes to share in the milestones
they reach.

At only 36 years old, he has earned a
bachelor’s degree from Utah State Uni-
versity, a master’s degree from Univer-
sity of Arizona, and his doctorate,
along with a second master’s from The
University of Montana. He started his
career working at a boarding school in
the Yaak, but in 5 short years became
a rising star at Troy Junior and Senior
High School. Three years later, he was
serving as superintendent.

The characteristics that have made
Dr. Francom a prime candidate for this
award are not limited to his work in
the education field. His humility and
perseverance have made him a positive
and inspiring example for our State. It
is with great appreciation that I thank
Principal Francom for his work in
Troy and across our State.e

———————

CONGRATULATING KATHERINE
KELLEY

e Mr. HELLER. Mr. President, today I
wish to congratulate a true role model
in the Nevada community, Ms. Kath-
erine Kelley. Ms. Kelley was crowned
both Miss Summerlin and Miss Nevada
and recently competed in the Miss
America competition. I am truly hon-
ored to congratulate her on these great
achievements.

The Miss America pageant began in
1921 and is one of the world’s largest
scholarship providers to young women.
The initiative focuses on creating
change in the lives of others and con-
tributes a great amount of charity
work in communities across the coun-
try. This characteristic of giving exem-
plifies Ms. Kelley’s everyday life as a
teacher in the Las Vegas community,
working to help children excel aca-
demically.

Ms. Kelley, a Madisonville, KY, na-
tive, moved to Las Vegas in May of 2014
and began working with Teach for
America in hopes of helping with the
local teacher shortage. She is currently
pursuing her master’s degree at the
University of Nevada, Las Vegas, in the
College of Education, studying sec-
ondary math education. Along with
pursuing her master’s degree, she is
also a geometry instructor at Mojave
High School. Her initial passion for
teaching began when she spent time
volunteering in the Alabama public
school system. Her experience there
drove her in her aspirations to create
positive change. Through Miss Amer-
ica, Ms. Kelley has had the opportunity
to bring light to the importance of
school attendance in low-income com-
munities, as well as encourage students
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of both genders in their science, tech-
nology, engineering, and math studies.
The scholarships that Ms. Kelley has
earned through Miss America will
allow her to finish her master’s degree
debt free.

I know the citizens of the Silver
State are proud to see a fellow Nevadan
succeed in pursuing her dreams. Today,
I ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating Katherine Kelley on this
incredible honor. I wish her the best of
luck as she serves as an ambassador for
our great State and thank her for her
work in helping Nevada’s students.e

———

RECOGNIZING HOWARD R. HUGHES
COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING

e Mr. HELLER. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize the University of Ne-
vada, Las Vegas, UNLV, Hughes Col-
lege of Engineering for its incredible
work in creating the Flexy-Hand 2 for
b-year-old Hailey Dawson. Hailey was
born with Poland syndrome, making it
extremely difficult to grip smaller
items. The Flexy-Hand 2, a 3D-printed
prosthetic device created by the UNLV
engineering department, provides
Hailey with new technology that ad-
dresses this difficulty, giving her the
ability to participate in her favorite
sport—baseball.

Hailey’s mom, Yong Dawson, ap-
proached Brendan O’Toole, UNLV’s
chair of medical engineering, to ask if
the department would be willing to cre-
ate a prosthetic hand for her daughter.
O’Toole was eager to take on the
project, gathering students from UNLV
and local high schools to help. The
team has spent nearly 2 years working
on the project and continues perfecting
the device, including the addition of in-
dividual finger movement. Hailey’s
current Flexy-Hand 2 is the fourth
version from the university. The tech-
nology fits her palm, connecting the
fingers to her wrist, ultimately giving
her control of her hand’s grasping mo-
tion.

Hailey has now had two unique op-
portunities to show off her prosthetic
hand, both throwing out the first pitch
at a UNLV baseball game in March and
at a Baltimore Orioles game in August.
Hailey’s mother contacted the Orioles
in pursuit of making her child’s dreams
a reality, asking them for a meet-up.
In response, the team invited Hailey
and her family to a game and allowed
Hailey to throw the opening pitch. Be-
fore hitting the field, Hailey had the
opportunity to meet Manny Machado
and have her hand autographed.

I would like to congratulate Hailey
on her participation in these unforget-
table experiences and on an excellent
first pitch. She is truly a shining exam-
ple of positivity within the Las Vegas
community.

I would also like to recognize UNLV’s
Howard R. Hughes College of Engineer-
ing and Brendan O’Toole for their hard
work and dedication to improving the
lives of others. This is an inspiring
story and should stand as an example
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to the Nevada family. The team con-
tinues its work not only by fine tuning
the Flexy-Hand 2 but also by con-
necting with other universities to raise
awareness about the technology. I ask
my colleagues to join me and all Ne-
vadans in congratulating this incred-
ible engineering department for its
selfless work in helping a fellow Ne-
vadan. I wish both the university and
Hailey luck in all of their future en-
deavors.e

———

RECOGNIZING DR. YUICHI SHODA,
DR. WALTER MISCHEL, AND DR.
PHILIP PEAKE

® Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I rise
today in support of the Golden Goose
Award, which recognizes researchers
whose seemingly obscure, federally
funded research has returned signifi-
cant benefits to society.

In particular, I rise to celebrate 2015
Golden Goose Awardees Drs. Walter
Mischel, Philip Peake, and Yuichi
Shoda for the impact of their Marsh-
mallow Test research. Their work—
funded by the National Institutes of
Health and the National Science Foun-
dation—has had a significant impact
on how we understand human behavior,
how we educate our children, and even
how we save for retirement.

These researchers used a simple test
to measure pre-schoolers’ self-control,
offering children one marshmallow now
or two if they could wait just 15 min-
utes alone with their prospective treat.
They never expected to find that how
children performed on this simple,
silly-sounding test would be related to
the children’s future SAT scores, their
propensity for obesity or drug addic-
tion, and even the very chemistry of
their brains.

In their followup study, Dr. Yuichi
Shoda, now a professor at the Univer-
sity of Washington, found, based on re-
porting by parents and teachers, that
children who had been able to wait
longer for their extra treat at age 4
tended to show better adjustment in
adolescence. They had more social and
academic competence, were more able
to handle stress adeptly, and persisted
better in goal pursuit in the face of
frustration. The researchers, joined by
many collaborators across an array of
disciplines, have followed these chil-
dren now for more than 30 years. They
have documented correlations between
the ability to delay and life outcomes
as diverse as SAT scores, body-mass
index, the frequency of drug abuse, and
measurable differences in brain func-
tioning, which are visible thanks to
modern functional MRI techniques.

Today, Dr. Shoda is looking at how
people can benefit from an awareness
of the kinds of situations in which they
excel at self-control and those in which
they are most vulnerable to self-con-
trol failure.

Far from a story about fixed fates,
their discoveries about the importance
of self-control and how it can be cul-
tivated today informs how we teach
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